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Demand for removing 50% cap on reservations

Russia vindicated in 
Havana syndrome

In a cold war like hard 
hitting, US and Rus-
sia indulged in a crazy 
mudslinging recently, this 
time over a rare case 
of health issues faced 
by CIA officers,  but it 
turns out to be a false 
alarm and Russia stands 
vindicated.
The Havana Syndrome 

is a series of unexplained 
medical symptoms among 
US diplomats stationed 
across the world. It was 
first reported by the US 
media who informed that 
the Havana Syndrome 
was initially experienced 
by State Department 
personnel stationed in 
Cuba beginning in late 
2016. Since then, US 
diplomats and other of-
ficials stationed around 
the world have experi-
enced similar symptoms. 
Burns’ statement is not 
the first instance where 
the US has blamed Rus-
sia as American media 
outlets in the past have 
reported similar accusa-
tions. However, Moscow 
has repeatedly denied the 
allegations, as per Rus-
sian media. 
Earlier on July 17, US 

officials had informed 
that the Biden adminis-
tration is investigating a 
recent rash of mysterious 
health incidents reported 
by American diplomats 
and other government 
employees in Vienna, 
Austria. The symptoms 
among these diplomats 

are similar to the ones 
first reported by US 
diplomats and spies in 
Havana, Cuba, in 2016 
and 2017. According to 
the officials, more than 
20 new cases were be-
ing looked at by medical 
teams at the State De-
partment and elsewhere, 
including the Pentagon 
and CIA.
The New York Times 

has published an article 
based on briefings from 
nameless government 
sources, outlining the 
relentless, desperate and 
ultimately fruitless quest 
by US spies to determine 
the cause of ‘Havana 
syndrome’.
First identified in Cuba 

late 2016, the “syn-
drome” is a set of inex-
plicable medical symp-
toms allegedly afflicting 
American diplomats and 
spooks, and sometimes 
their families, includ-
ing vertigo, hearing and 
memory loss, headaches, 
nausea and mental fog-
giness. In response, half 
the embassy’s staff were 
withdrawn, and Cuban 
diplomats were expelled 
from the US in retalia-
tion. Since its first diag-
nosis, cases have been 
claimed as far afield as 
Vienna, and Washington 
itself.
Along the way, anony-

mous intelligence sourc-
es and even prominent 
politicians have regularly 
charged that “sophisticat-

ed” Russian microwave 
and/or sonic weapons 
are responsible, a base-
less and scientifically 
improbable allegation 
that has nonetheless been 
invariably and recklessly 
repeated verbatim by the 
mainstream media.
It’s said that earlier , 

US troops in Syria were 
gripped by a “sudden 
illness”, and feared it 
“may have been caused 
by a Russian aircraft that 
could have directed mi-
crowaves at them.” It was 
ultimately determined 
they’d simply suffered 
food poisoning.
The Times, in its ar-

ticle published on August 
8, makes clear though 
that the academics’ find-
ings haven’t deterred US 
intelligence operatives 
from dedicating count-
less hours, and investing 
untold sums, into trying 
to root out a more sinis-
ter explanation, befitting 
Washington’s national 
security interests and 
objectives.
In a hilarious twist, 

a January 2019 study 
conducted by two biolo-
gists at the University 
of California concluded 
that a recording of the 
purported noise provided 
by a US diplomat in fact 
featured the mating song 
of the Indies short-tailed 
cricket, which is native 
of the Caribbean.
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New Delhi, Aug 11:
For the first time in the 

ongoing monsoon session 
of Parliament, a piece 
of legislation was tabled 
and passed unanimously 
without disruptions on 
Tuesday as the Lok 
Sabha approved the 127th 
Constitution Amendment 
bill to restore the right 
of states to identify 
and provide reservation 
benefits to other backward 
castes (OBC).
The en t i r e House 

supported the bill and 
debated for more than 
six hours even as furious 
protests continued in 
Rajya Sabha over the 
controversial farm laws. 
While 385 members 
voted for the bill, no 
one opposed it.
Many parties, including 

those in Opposi t ion 
as well as Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) allies, 
demanded that the current 
50% cap on reservations 
should be lifted.
Many leaders such as 

Janata Dal (United) MP 
Lalan Singh, Samajwadi 
Party’s Akhilesh Yadav, 
Bahujan Samaj Party’s 
Ritesh Pandey and Dravida 
Munnetra Kazhagam’s T 
R Baalu also demanded a 
caste census be conducted 
throughout the country.
Socia l jus t ice and 

empowerment minister 
Virendra Kumar, who 
replaced Thawarchand 
Gehlot a month ago, 
described the bill as a 
“historic legislation” that 
would benefit 671 castes 
in the country.
He said the bill will 

restore the states’ rights 

Consenses for caste census
OBC Bill passed with no

opposition, a rare unity at House

to prepare their own lists 
of OBCs so that various 
communities can be given 
social and economic 
justice.”I am grateful to all 
the members of the Lok 
Sabha for strengthening 
the federal structure of 
India,” he tweeted.
Moving the bill for 

consideration and passage, 
Kumar described the bill 
as a historic legislation as 
671 castes in the country 
would benefit from it.
The 102nd Constitution 

Amendment Act of 2018 
inserted articles 338B, 
which deals with the 
structure, duties and 
powers of the National 
Commission for Backward 
Classes, and 342A that 
deals with the powers of 
the president to notify 
a particular caste as 
Socially and Educationally 
Backward Communities 
(SEBCs) and the power 
of Parliament to change 
the list.
On May 5, whi le 

scrapping a separate 
quota for the Maratha 
c o m m u n i t y  i n 
Maharashtra, the Supreme 
Court had ruled that 
after a 2018 amendment 
in the Constitution, only 
the central government 
could notify socially and 
educationally backward 
classes (SEBCs) – not 
the states.
This interpre ta t ion 

effec t ively st ruck a 
blow to the authority 
of state governments 
in identifying backward 
classes and provide them 

with reservation benefits. 
The new bill effectively 
bypasses the Supreme 
Court’s decision.
The Centre’s position 

has all along been that 
the President’s powers 
i n  i d e n t i f y i n g  a nd 
categorising SEBCs is 
restricted to the central 
list.
BJP’s first speaker 

on the bill, Sanghmitra 
Maurya, pitched for caste 
census and lauded the 
government for deciding 
in i t s suppor t . Her 
speech left many BJP 
members confused as 
the ruling party has so 
far not accepted growing 
Opposition demand for a 
caste census.
Congress leader Adhir 

R a n j a n  Chowdhu r y 
extended his party’s full 
support to the bill but 
criticised the government 
for the 2018 amendment, 
saying the situation could 
have been averted had 
the government listened 
to the Opposition.
Due to Covid protocols, 

some members of the 
House were seated in 
visitors galleries and 
therefore the division 
on amendments and 
the passage of the bill 
was conducted manually 
using slip.The 102nd 
Constitution Amendment 
Act of 2018 inserted 
articles 338B, which 
deals with the structure, 
duties and powers of the 
National Commission for 
Backward Classes, and 
342A that deals with the 

powers of the president to 
notify a particular caste as 
Socially and Educationally 
Backward Communities 
(SEBCs) and the power 
of Parliament to change 
the list.
“You tweaked the 

Constitution by bringing 
the 102 Constitution 
Amendmen t Bi l l in 
2018 which gave people 
opportunity to go to the 
court and finally the 
Supreme Court removed 
the states’ power,” he 
said.
Chowdhury and some 

Opposition leaders also 
slammed the government 
for not debating the 
P e g a s u s  s n o o p i n g 
controversy.
“We support this bill 

but our demand is to 
remove 50% ceiling (in 
reservation). You should 
listen to states, make it 
legal for states to cross 
the 50 per cent ceiling,” 
Chowdhury said. The 
50% cap is the result of 
a landmark 1992 Supreme 
Court verdict and the top 
court refused to tinker 
with it earlier this year.
DMK’s Baalu and SP’s 

Yadav also demanded the 
removal of 50% ceiling. 
Labour and employment 
minister Bhupender Yadav 
asserted that the Narendra 
Modi government took 
many measures quickly to 
ensure justice for Dalits, 
OBCs and the poor.
Hitt ing out at the 

Congress, Yadav said the 
Constitution makers had 
made a provision for 

reservation for backward 
classes, but when the 
Congress came to power 
in 1950, it ruled for 40 
years but did not give 
justice to the backward 
classes.
“When for the first 

time a non-Congress 
government came to 
powe r,  t h e Manda l 
Commission was created. 
It had submitted its 
report in 1980 and you 
(the Congress) ran the 
government after that but 
did not implement it and 
did not give reservation 
to backward classes,” 
Yadav said.
NCP’s Supriya Sure 

(NCP) said the credit 
for this amendment bill 
should be given to the 
Maharashtra government 
which requested the 
Centre to do address the 
issue of OBC reservation. 
She also advocated for 
removing the 50% ceiling. 
YSR Congress and Shiv 
Sena also voiced their 
support for the bill.
All India Majlis-e-

I t tehad-ul-Musl imeen 
A s a d u d d i n  Ow a i s i 
accused the government 
of using OBCs as a 
vote bank, saying little 
has been done to uplift 
the community in actual 
terms.
He also turned to the 

Treasury benches and 
used the Hindi song 
line -- “jab pyaar kiya 
toh darna kya” while 
exhorting the government 
to remove the 50 per cent 
cap on reservation.

Mumbai, Aug 11:  
The gross loan 

portfolio of Non-Banking 
Finance Companies-
Microfinance Institutions 
(NBFC-MFIs) is likely 
to grow at 10-15 per 
cent in the current fiscal, 
aided by an expected 
pick-up in disbursements, 
says a report. However, 
the Portfolio At Risk 
(PAR) of NBFC-MFIs 
may inch up to 5.5-6 
per cent this fiscal from 
5.40 per cent in the 
previous financial year, 
domestic rating agency 
Brickwork Ratings said 
in the report.  

 The Gross Loan 
Portfolio (GLP) for 
NBFC-MFIs had grown 
only 11 per cent year-
on-year in FY 2021.   

 “The GLP for 
NBFC-MFIs in FY22, is 
expected to return to the 

growth path and register 
around 10-15 per cent 
growth due to a pick-up 
in disbursements owing 
to the expected recovery 
in economic activity, 
kickstarting of expansion 
plans that were halted 
due to the pandemic 
and increased need for 
credit among low-income 
segments,” the rating 
agency said.   

 It said the recent 
RBI announcements on 
increasing the flow of 
credit to Micro, Small 
and Medium Enterprise 
(MSME) borrowers, 
along with allowing the 
loans given to MFIs 
for onward lending by 
small finance banks to 
be treated under Priority 
Sector Lending (PSL), 
will give impetus to 
growth in credit by 
MFIs.   

NBFC loan portfolio 
up by 10%

New Delhi, Aug 11:
As many as 3,05,938 

COVID-19 vaccine doses 
have been administered 
to pregnant women till 
August 4, out of which 
3,05,482 lakh beneficia-
ries have received first 
dose and 456 have re-

ceived both doses, the 
Rajya Sabha was told 
yesterday.

In a written reply to 
a question, Minister of 
State for Health Bharat 
Pravin Pawar said about 
91,104 doses have been 
administered to transgen-

3 lakh pregnant women get fi rst dosePOV                                       VVS

Doom and development
I live in Kottivakkam 

near the beach. Every day, 
I see hundreds of people- 
pregnant women; families 
with children rush there 
for fresh air. The police 
are doing an excellent 
job trying to stop them 
from visiting the beach, 
especially in the evenings 
due to the pandemic.  
Incidentally, Kottivakkam 
so far has not witnessed many corona cases right from the beginning. Today it is 
corona free because of the sea breeze.

Frustrated families ask a simple logical question- if people are allowed to walk in 
the beach in the mornings between 6 and 8 am why not in the evenings between 5 
to 7 pm.  It is not only in Tamil Nadu; everywhere in the world, people are becoming 
restless.  I have seen this happening in the US recently. Last week about 2, 00,000 
people protested in Paris and other French cities against the government’s mandatory 
corona virus health pass for entry into a wide array of public venues. Similar protests 
also took place in other European countries.

Corona is not only a very serious health issue which will continue for a few more 
years in a mild or wilder form. It is also becoming a serious sensitive political issue 
throughout the world. 

� e world today has completely changed. � ere is huge unemployment. Poverty is 
becoming acute. War is fought amidst pandemic and people are wondering whether 
they will see a post-pandemic era. How far away is the question which even Michel 
de Nostradamus failed to foresee? Frankly no one knows whether we are moving 
forward or backwards –every news is only a guesstimate.

Health experts now warn that the epidemic in US is again spiraling and out of 
control. European countries such as Britain, France, Germany and Italy are also 
witnessing a severe rebound. In this grim scenario, two actions have priority .First 
to immunize the population as quickly as possible 2. Open all activities with strict 
vigil on protocols. Psychologically frustration will lead to chaos and people defying 
rules. Hopefully, the herd immunity might help.

! e Vaccine war
� ere are so many versions on vaccine and its potency. But all agree that vaccine 

de! nitely boosts immunity in a person. Vaccines are the most powerful weapon 
against the pandemic. All kinds of fake news are being " oated by politicians about 
the vaccine that led to large number of people staying away from taking the shot. 

� e problem now is also the gap between demand and supply. � e global “vaccine 
inequality” has increased. Poorer countries are not able to secure vaccines. Sadly 
some media report that there is also hoarding of a large number of vaccines. � e net 
result is the immunization gap widens with no sign of containing the virus. Perhaps 
there is also an invisible guerilla war among the vaccination brands. � e majority of 
the developing world must ensure revival of social life and economic production. 
� e only option in the trend of pandemic continuing inde! nitely in waves is to 
immunize all fast. Everywhere, including India, the gap between the rich and poor 
is widening fast. � is indicates that some countries may face political instability in 
the next few years. India is no exception.

Letter to 
Editor

Farmer’s 3 daughters in 
civil service

Sir,

It is heartening and interesting to note that three sisters born to a school 
dropout father and an unlettered mother have cracked the Rajasthan Administra-
tive Service (RAS) examination with top 100 ranks, following in the footsteps 
of two elder siblings who had blazed the trail few years ago.

The five daughters of farmer Sahadev and his wife Lakshmi -  Rama, Manju, 
Anshu, Ritu and Suman were mostly home schooled in their native village 
of Bhairusari in Hanumangarh district because their father could not afford to 
send them to a high school located far from where they lived.

The sisters appeared for their board examinations from open school and studied 
privately for graduation to Ph.d before taking a shot at the State Civil Service. 
Anshu, Rita and Suman secured the 31st, 96th and 98th positions respectively 
among over  2000 selected candidates in the highly competitive exam. Roma 
is a block development officer while Manju works in the Cooperative depart-
ment  as part of the RAS allied services.

Mohanlal Saharan an uncle of the sisters, said the family could not be prouder 
at what they had achieved in the face of multiple hurdles. “With Sheer dedi-
cation, our daughters did not let the lack of facilities stop them. My brother, 
although not a highly educated person, backed his children to the hilt and help 
them in whatever way he could, financially or emotionally.

For the village, the Saharan sisters are not just role models but achievers 
who have shown the way to  anyone in the village fearful of dreaming. Their 
only brother and the family’s youngest has just graduated from NIT Hamirpur 
and is preparing for the civil services.

Anshu , Suman and Ritu give credit for their success to their parents grand 
mother Sundar Devi, Uncle Ramesh and Ramkumar and their teachers.

S.Gopalan,

 Maraimalai Nagar.

ders, out of which a total 
of 77,457 beneficiaries 
have received one dose 
and 13,647 beneficiaries 
have received two doses 

of COVID-19 vaccine.  
The figures have been 

quoted from the Co-Win 
portal.  

It is expected that 

all eligible beneficia-
ries aged 18 years and 
above will be vaccinated 
by December 2021, the 
minister said.  

CASTLE TRADERS LIMITED
(CIN: L51909TN1983PLC045632)

Regd. Offi ce: Bharat Kumar Bhavan, No. 617, Anna Salai, Chennai -600006
Website: www.castletraders.co.in  E-mail: cs@khivrajmail.com

Extract of Un-Audited Standalone and Consolidated Financial Results for the Quarter ended 30th June, 2021
(Amount in Rs.)

Particulars

Standalone Consolidated

Quarter ended Year ended Quarter ended Year ended

Un-audited Audited Un-audited Audited Unaudited Audited Unaudited Audited 

30.06.2021 31.03.2021 30.06.2020 31.03.2021 30.06.2021 31.03.2021 30.06.2020 31.03.2021

Total Income from Operations  6,79,604  5,92,47,482  4,09,258  8,88,52,835  6,79,604  5,92,47,482  4,09,258  8,88,52,835 

Net Profi t/Loss before Tax (before Exceptional Items)  (3,53,667)  2,32,234  (2,66,799)  18,90,500  (3,53,667)  2,32,234  (2,66,799)  18,90,500 

Net Profi t/Loss after Tax (after Exceptional items)  (2,64,650)  2,28,020  (2,66,758)  13,86,033  (2,64,650)  2,28,020  (2,66,758)  13,86,033 

Total Comprehensive Income for the period  15,22,870  (79,30,996)  (13,473)  (71,00,403)  1,02,01,556  3,29,04,739  83,61,489  5,21,62,775 

Equity share capital (Face Value of Rs.10/- per Share)  24,50,000  24,50,000  24,50,000  24,50,000  24,50,000  24,50,000  24,50,000  24,50,000 

Other Equity excluding revaluation reserves  -    -    -    2,65,58,850  -    -    -    16,36,41,848 

Earning Per Share (before & after extraordinary items) of Rs.10 
each- Basic and Diluted EPS (not annualised)

 (1.08)  0.93  (1.09) 5.66  34.34  167.61  33.09  248.65 

“Note: 1. The above is an extract of the detailed format of Financial Results fi led with the Stock Exchange under the Regulation 33 of the SEBI  (LODR) Regulations, 2015. The full format of Financial Results are available on the Stock Exchange website 
namely www.msei.in and on the Company’s website www.castletraders.co.in

2. The above results for the Quarter and Year ended June 30, 2021 is approved by the Board of Directors in their meeting held on 10th August, 2021 was limited review by Statutory Auditors of the Company.

On behalf of the Board of Directors
For CASTLE TRADERS LIMITED

sd/-
BHARAT KUMAR CHORDIA

Place :Chennai Whole-time Director
Date  : August 10th, 2021 DIN: 00049455

CS
Highlight


